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INTRODUCTION 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Many resources were used in the development of these standards. Some of these include the World Readiness Standards for Learning 
Languages (2015) of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), the Standards for Classical Language 
Learning (1997) and the Revised Standards for Classical Language Learning (2017) from the American Classical League and the 
American Philological Association.  The Ohio’s Learning Standards and Model Curriculum for World Languages and Cultures from 
the Ohio Department of Education was also used as a reference. 
 
PHILOSOPHY AND GUIDING ASSUMPTIONS 
There are several places in the Bible where language was used to either divide or unite.  In Genesis (Genesis 11:1-9), when the people 
were building a tower that would allow them to reach Heaven, the Lord used language to punish and divide people for their sinful 
purpose, At Pentecost, He reversed what He had done in Babel. Jesus came to heal the divisions between people and sent the Holy 
Spirit to speak through the apostles. He bestowed the power to the apostles to communicate to everyone in their own tongue so that the 
people could unite to hear the good news of Jesus (Acts 2:1-12). As Pope Benedict XVI stated during one of his Pentecostal homilies 
(Feb. 17 2017), these passages demonstrate that “it is the Church that unites, and sin which divides.”1 Using languages was a powerful 
way to get this message across. Communication and understanding is crucial in missionary discipleship.  We were sent out “to preach 
the good news”. Being able to communicate in more than one language helps us to witness to a greater number of people.  
 

                                                 

1 Pope Benedict XVI. “The Tower of Babel «Catholic Insight.” Catholic Insight, 17 Feb. 2017, catholicinsight.com/the-tower-of-babel/. Accessed 20 

Apr. 2022. 
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Because communication is a necessary part of the human experience, we must prepare students who are equipped to interact 
successfully as citizens of a global community. We envision a future in which all students will develop proficiency in the language 
skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing in one or more modern language. We believe that all students can learn, acquiring 
proficiency at varied rates, and will benefit from the development of proficiency in more than one language. We believe that 
proficiency in more than one language will enable students to participate in the global community and marketplace. This will also 
develop insight into their own culture and create an understanding and appreciation of the cultures of others. We believe that World 
Languages classes should be student-centered, focusing on the Catholic context of world communication and cultural understanding. 
World language classes will enhance communication and higher-order thinking skills. World Languages classes should be a part of the 
Catholic School experience. 
 
LATIN EDUCATION  
The study of Latin and ancient Greek is still thriving in twenty-first century classrooms. According to the ACTFL Enrollment 
Study, in 2008, over 200,000 students were enrolled in Latin programs in public; in 2013, 27,192 students were enrolled in 
postsecondary Latin classes and 17,014 were enrolled in postsecondary pre-modern Greek classes (MLA Enrollment Study); in 
2016, 142, 271 students in 3,119 schools (including 21 colleges and 14 elementary schools) took the National Latin Exam (2016 
ACL Annual Report); in 2016, 2119 students from 162 schools took the National Greek Exam (2016 ACL Annual Report); in 2016, 
217 students took the College Greek Exam; and in 2016, 6637 students took the Advanced Placement Latin Exam (ACL Institute 
presentation by Chief Reader of AP Latin).  
 
Why is there such interest in these so-called “dead” languages? According to the ACTFL, language learning correlates with higher 
academic achievement as measured through standardized test measures2. Language learning is beneficial in the development of 
students’ reading abilities3 and there is evidence that learners transfer skills from one language to another4. Language learning 

                                                 
2 Sheridan, R. (1976). Augmenting reading skills through language learning transfer. FLES Latin program evaluation reports, 1973-74, 1974-75, 1975-76.From 
ERID database. 
 
3 District of Columbia Public Schools,Washington, D.C. (1971). A study of the effect of Latin instruction on English reading skills of sixth grade students in the 
public schools of the district of Columbia, school year, 1970-71., 18. from ERIC database. 
4 Hoffenberg, R. M., et al. (1971). Evaluation of the elementary school (FLES) Latin program 1970-71.R7202, Report: R-7202. 53. 
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increases students’ linguistic awareness. There is even a correlation with language learning and the students’ ability to hypothesize 
in science!5 Latin language study in high school results in higher academic performance at the college level6.  
 
No longer are the classical languages just for secondary and post-secondary students. Latin has come to the elementary and middle 
schools. Latin is, in fact, for all students. Thousands of young people from inner-city schools, often in impoverished areas, have 
boosted their chances for academic success through model Latin programs, such as those begun in the 1960s and 1970s in 
Washington, D.C., Detroit, Los Angeles, and Philadelphia.  
 
  

                                                 
5 Kessler, C., & Quinn, M. E. (1980).Positive effects of bilingualism on Science problem-solving abilities. In J. Alatis (Ed.), Georgetown University 
round table on languages and linguistics(pp. 295-308). Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, from Linguistics and Language Behavior 
Abstracts database. 
6 Wiley, P. D. (1985). High school foreign language study and college academic performance. Classical Outlook, 62(2), 33-36. from ERIC database. 
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WHY LATIN? 
Learning Latin connects us to our Roman Catholic roots. 
Latin is the official language of the Church. Christians in Rome adopted Latin and it became the Church's language in the fourth 
century. The Church’s standard version of the Bible, called the Vulgate, is also in  Latin. With Scripture in Latin, the Church 
adopted the Roman tongue for its mass everywhere. The Church used Latin for centuries because it was born in the Roman Empire 
and when that empire fell, it kept it as a way to unify Catholics around the entire world.  Latin continues to be preserved in the 
Church's liturgy and in many official Church documents, in order to continue to promote unity across languages. Just as the Church 
is by nature ‘catholic,’ or ‘universal,’ the Latin language is also international, not belonging to one country or place; and because it is 
no longer a living language, it is also immutable (St John XXIII, Veterum Sapientia). The Second Vatican Council (Vatican 
II) promoted the use of Latin in the liturgy. The original intention was to replace many parts of the Mass with local languages, 
while preserving the rest in Latin. 
 
Learning Latin is learning language skills.  
Latin is the basis of the modern Romance languages, with influences in the Germanic languages as well. By learning Latin now, 
students learn the discipline and techniques necessary to acquire other languages in the future.  
 
Learning Latin is learning English.  
Latin translation forces the student to pay close attention to detail. While the process can be exacting, each student learns to pay 
close attention to the grammatical constructions and syntax within a sentence.  
 
Learning Latin is learning vocabulary.  
Over fifty percent of English words (and 90% of words of multiple syllables) are derived from Latin and therefore knowing a few 
Latin words cuts down on the effort required to learn new vocabulary.  
 
Learning Latin is learning to study.  
Learning Latin grammar takes a great deal of careful study and precision, and requires the student to learn how best to memorize 
and synthesize material.  
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Learning Latin is learning to think.  
Translating a Latin sentence is a workout for your brain, similar to a crossword puzzle or an algebra problem. Thoughts must be 
organized and every option must be explored.  
 
Learning Latin is learning to appreciate literature.  
Some of the greatest writers and thinkers are from the classical Latin period – Virgil, Ovid, Cicero, Livy, Caesar, etc. – and the 
themes and ideas in their work have influenced writers throughout history. From Dante to Shakespeare to Joyce, classical literature 
has played a huge role over the course of western civilization. Perhaps most importantly, taking Latin and learning about ancient 
Roman culture provides you with a strong foundation from which to explore other areas of study. Echoes from ancient Rome 
continue to be heard in our culture today.   “The study of Roman culture which typically accompanies Latin study informs the study 
of any Western literature, art, or culture as well. [. . .] If Latin were dead, every Western culture and language would be also bereft 
of life,” said Matthew Potts, Admissions Counselor at University of Notre Dame. It’s true. Like Shakespeare? Want to study Law? 
All owe a debt to ancient Rome and Latin. 
 
Learning Latin is learning about learning history and democratic forms of governing. 
Latin and Roman culture are a foundation of western civilization. Our form of government here in the United States is heavily 
influenced by that of ancient Rome.  
 
Learning Latin is both unique and traditional.  
Certainly, a traditional liberal arts education has always included the study of Latin. The Latin language is a tie that binds 
generation to generation. Yet at the same time, studying Latin is incredibly unique today. When college admissions counselors see a 
Latin student, they see a unique and intelligent individual, who stands out among a sea of Spanish and French students. Here is what 
college and university admissions personnel say when asked, “Why take Latin?” 
 

“The study of Latin is also the study of history, art, music, theatre, philosophy, law, literature, laboratory science, ‘and more!’”  
Teresa Hudkins, Willamette University  

 
“The study of Roman culture which typically accompanies Latin study informs the study of any Western literature, art, or culture as well. [. . .] If Latin were 

dead, every Western culture and language would be also bereft of life.”  
Matthew Potts, Admissions Counselor, University of Notre Dame 
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 “Latin trains abstract thinking, provides a key to all modern Romance languages, is a model for interdisciplinary study (language, history, culture) and can be a 

lot of fun.”  
Michael C. Behnke, Vice President for Enrollment, University of Chicago 

 
 “Vocabulary and grammar of the English language can be mightily improved through the study of Latin.”  

Kathy Lindsey, Associate Director of Admissions, Middlebury College 
 

 “A background in Latin provides students with a stronger English vocabulary. Open any SAT prep book and you will see a crash course in Latin in the vocab 
section.”  

Andrea Thomas, Assistant Dean of Admission, Hamilton College 
 
 

CATHOLICITY GOAL 
 
Educators must infuse our courses of study with Catholic doctrine, Catholic social teachings, and moral development.  
The world language curriculum standards affirm that:  

• Catholic schools educate diverse student bodies to form Catholic, person centered learning communities;  
• provide quality teaching through traditional and innovative educational programs infused with Catholic social teachings;  
• involve students to serve and support parish life and the local civic communities;  
• graduate students who are critical thinkers, productive moral citizens, and spiritual leaders; and  
• recognize and appreciate parents as the primary educators of their children  
 
As teachers of the Catholic faith, all courses of study will integrate elements of our Catholic faith. Some ideas to do this in the 
Latin course of study include: 
• Promoting the respect, understanding, and appreciation of diversity among cultures (food, holidays, traditions, artwork, 

greetings, the arts, etc.) 
• Analyzing various prayers in Latin. These prayers may be rotated by marking period or semester as appropriate for each 

proficiency and grade level.  
•  Analyzing parts of the Mass or liturgy.  
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• Organizing a celebration involving food, song, clothing, traditions and customs 
• Integrating songs, and chants. 
• Reading Scripture including the Gospels in the target language 
• Incorporating Church history, Biblical events and Parables 
• Doing religious tasks and activities that are a part of the cultural aspect of the language 
• Integrating religious objects, liturgical seasons and Feast Days, Saints and the Corporal Acts of Mercy into the curriculum 
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PRINCIPLES OF COURSES OF STUDY 
 
Equity.  Excellence in education requires equity – high expectations and assessable content for all students based on the new Ohio 
Learning Standards. 
Curriculum.  A curriculum is more than a collection of activities. It must be coherent, focused, well-articulated, and integrated with 
our Catholic values. 
Teaching.  Effective teaching requires understanding what students know and need to learn and be able to do while supporting them 
as they learn. 
Learning.  Students must learn with understanding by actively building new knowledge from prior knowledge and experiences.  
Technology.  Technology is essential in teaching and learning and should be integrated in the teaching and learning process.  The 
technology should influence and enhance students’ learning. 
Assessment.  Assessment should support the learning of important skills and content, be formative as well as summative, and furnish 
useful information to teachers, students and parents. Assessments need to be aligned to the standards in the Course of Study both in 
what a student needs to know and be able to do. Assessments should match what the student is expected to learn. There are many tools 
(e.g. portfolios, rubrics, interviews) other than the standard paper and pencil tests 
to assess a student’s understanding of the material. One method that has 
continued to increase student achievement is involving them in the assessment 
process. Students should be involved in all steps of this process.  At the most 
basic level, students can simply understand how their grades will be determined. 
As assessment becomes more student- centered, the students can develop rubrics, 
maintain their own assessment records, self- assess, and communicate their 
achievement to others (student-led conferences). 
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STANDARDS FORMAT AND DEVELOPMENT 
This course of study empowers teachers with information they can use no matter what approach they use in their learning 
environment. The approach to teaching and learning might emphasize active use of Latin or Greek, a traditional grammar-based 
approach, a reading-based approach, or a hybrid of all of these. No matter what the approach, the standards are intended to 
provide guidance for instructors about how their students can make progress in linguistic proficiency as they interact with the 
ancient world through the writing, physical remains, and important ideas of Classical antiquity and the cultures that inherited 
those traditions. 
 
These standards are informed by the World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages and reflect the continuing refinement of 
how contemporary students learn, and what they expect to do with their developing language skills. Additionally, there is a growing 

societal expectation that students develop 21
st 

century skills of communication, collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, and 
intercultural awareness, and that they are ready to use those skills to problem-solve at work, enrich their lives at home, or engage in 
their communities as conscientious citizens. These standards provide the Columbus Diocese educators with the content and 
expectations for learning they can use to as they develop units and lessons at each grade level. The standards provide direction and 
reflect current research. 
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BENCHMARKS, STANDARDS AND MODES OF COMMUNICATION 

• Benchmarks are specific statements of what learners should know and be able to do communicatively and culturally within 
each major level of proficiency: Novice, Intermediate and Advanced. 

 
• Standards are statements of the knowledge and skills learners must master to reach the corresponding benchmark. Thus, the 

standards represent a deconstruction of the benchmarks. When mastered in a progressive sequence, with purposeful 
integration of previously taught concepts, the standards build learner proficiency and contribute to mastery of the benchmarks 
they support. 

 
• Progress Indicators or Indicator standards are learning outcomes within a topic area. The progress indicators that follow 

the standards allow educators to see what performance looks like in a classroom or real-life situation and give concrete 
samples of how progress could be measured across each proficiency sublevel. Meeting these indicators would be the first 
step toward achieving the benchmarks and standards. 

 
• Modes of Communication describe the three modes of communication: interpretive, interpersonal and presentational. 

These modes, purposefully appearing in this order, correspond to the way in which language learners typically process new 
information. Learners are first exposed to new information through authentic sources. They build their language 
proficiency by engaging in listening, reading or viewing comprehension activities which enable them to form an initial 
understanding of what they heard, read or viewed. Next, the learners engage in interpersonal activities. By discussing, 
questioning and exchanging viewpoints, they expand their understanding of the new information along with their ability to 
use it in a communicative context. Finally, they present their expanded understanding of the new information to others 
through writing, speaking or signing. This performance-based framework provides language learners with real-world, 
culturally rich contexts for communication. 

 
• Interpretive Communication (Reading, Listening, Viewing) Learners comprehend the main idea and relevant 

details in a variety of culturally authentic and age-appropriate oral, written or signed messages. They understand 
and interpret culturally authentic texts, both nonfictional and fictional, as well as overheard, observed or written 
conversations. Learners derive meaning using listening, viewing and reading strategies. 
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• Interpersonal Communication (Listening and Speaking, Reading and Writing, Viewing and Signing) 
Learners initiate and sustain spontaneous meaningful spoken, written or signed communication by providing and 
obtaining information, expressing feelings and emotions, and exchanging opinions in culturally appropriate ways. 
Learners actively negotiate meaning across languages and cultures to ensure their messages are understood and they 
can understand others. 

• Presentational Communication (Speaking, Writing, Signing) Learners present information, concepts, ideas 
and viewpoints on a variety of topics to audiences of listeners, readers or viewers for varied purposes. Learners 
demonstrate linguistic and cultural competence through creative endeavors and artistic expression. Learners use 
their understanding of culture to convey messages in a manner that facilitates interpretation by others where no 
direct opportunity for the    active negotiation of meaning exists. 

 
GOALS OF WORLD LANGUAGES 

Goals are the desired end results as learners build their cultural competence and language proficiency. 
 

1. Cultures: Interact with intercultural competence, using knowledge and understanding of native and other cultures. 
o Investigate, reflect on and explain the relationship between products, practices and perspectives. 
o Interact with others in and from other cultures. 

 
2. Communication: Communicate effectively in languages other than English in person and via technology. 

• Interpretive: Identify, understand and analyze input that is heard, read or viewed on a variety of topics from authentic 
resources. 

• Interpersonal: Interact and negotiate meaning in spontaneous spoken, written or signed conversations to 
exchange and share information, reactions, feelings and opinions. 

• Presentational: Present information, concepts and viewpoints to inform, explain, persuade and narrate in 
spoken, written or signed language when negotiation of meaning is not possible. 
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Goals Goals are the desired end results as learners build their cultural competence and their language proficiency to: 
o Interact with intercultural competence using knowledge and understanding of native and other cultures; 
o Communicate effectively in languages other than English in person and via technology. 

Benchmarks Benchmarks are specific statements of what learners should know and be able to do interculturally and communicatively within: 
o The major proficiency levels of Novice, Intermediate and Advanced; 
o The modes of interpretive, interpersonal and presentational communication. 

Standards Standards are statements of the knowledge and skills that learners master to reach the corresponding benchmark. Standards deconstruct the  
benchmark proficiency levels into: 

o Novice Low through Advanced Low sublevels; 
o Culture, communication and literacy knowledge and skills; 
o Interpretive, interpersonal and presentational knowledge and skills. 

Progress 
Indicators 

Progress Indicators show what intercultural communication looks like in a classroom or real-life situation. The indicators in the standards: 
o Serve as concrete examples of how progress could be measured across each proficiency sub-level; 
o Include modern languages, classical languages, American Sign Language, and elementary, immersion and exploratory programs; 
o Can be used as written, can be elaborated upon or can be used as examples of how to create personalized progress indicators; 
o Can be modified or re-ordered by topic while staying within the descriptors of each proficiency sublevel. 
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PROFICIENCY LEVELS  
Proficiency levels were added to address the continuum of learning. The 2022 Ohio World Languages and Cultures Standards include 
some examples of progress indicators for Classical Languages. They are found in the back of this document to provide teachers 
concrete examples of how the standards might look in the classroom. Language learners progress along a continuum of skills and 
knowledge that begin from the very first day of language learning at the NOVICE level, progressing through INTERMEDIATE to 
ADVANCED. Within each range, learners progress from LOW to MID to HIGH. Latin or Greek students at the Novice Low range 
have just started learning and so are successful at reading texts which have high-frequency words and very simple grammatical 
structure. Learners at the Novice High range may comfortably read texts which have a little more of a narrative thread to them since 
they have more words and structures on which they can rely.  
 
Students will progress along the proficiency continuum at different rates, and it is common for a learner to plateau at a level as they 
gain more skills and knowledge, enabling them to move up to the next level. Students will also progress at different rates on the 
various modes of communication, depending on the skills they bring to the task from prior learning, as well as the emphasis their 
teacher places on the mode. For example, learners in a Latin or Greek classroom where there is little or no active Latin or Greek will 
not progress in the Presentation or Interpersonal modes at the same rate as they progress in the Interpretive mode.  

Proficiency levels are independent of the learner’s grade level or age, and they are largely independent of the learner’s placement in a 
course. A first-grade student will learn words and phrases just as a college student does; however, the learning activities the two 
learners will encounter and the pace at which they progress will be very different. Because of many factors, a teacher may encounter 
learners in a second- year classroom who are at vastly different proficiency levels. Knowing the proficiency level of learners helps 
the teacher structure activities that will help the students progress to the next level of proficiency. 

Each program of study, whether in a public K-12 school or a private college or university will have different outcome proficiency 
goals, depending on the structure of the course. The proficiency goal for a middle school course that meets every day of the week for 
fifty-five minutes will be different than the proficiency goal of a course that meets three times a week for forty-five minutes. Setting 
proficiency goals is a useful task, but what these goals are will be specific to the realities of the individual program.  
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PERFORMANCE VS PROFICIENCY  
Performance and proficiency are two terms used frequently to describe the language that learners produce; however, they are not the 
same thing.  
 
Language performance can be guided, coached, or practiced. Instructors carefully create scaffolded learning tasks, and they design 
activities to support and help learners understand and express more in the language than they could do on their own. In order to move 
to higher levels of language performance, instructors need to provide tasks that help learners produce or understand language at the 
next highest level.  
 
Language proficiency is independent of specific instruction or curriculum. Assessment of language proficiency does not take into 
consideration where, when, or how language was acquired. An assessment of proficiency involves non-rehearsed situations and tasks, 
stretching the learner to demonstrate control of language by handling content and contexts appropriate for a given level. Multiple 
measures of language performance over time are needed to provide a sense of the language learner’s proficiency level. 

 
TRANSITION PERIOD 
The Columbus Diocese allows the schools until the 2023-2024 school year for full implementation of the revised Learning Standards 
to give them time to align instruction and resources to the standards.  
 

CURRICULAR RESOURCES  
The resources that are approved to align with this course of study are available on the Office of Catholic Schools website: 
https://education.columbuscatholic.org/ 
 

  

https://education.columbuscatholic.org/
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DOMAINS, GOALS AND STANDARDS  
 
DOMAIN: COMMUNICATION 
Goal 1: Communicate in a Classical Language. 
 
Indicator Standards: 
Learners will be able to meet the following expectations: 

1.1 Understand, interpret and analyze what is read, heard, or viewed on a variety of topics (Interpretive Mode) 
1.2 Interact and analyze meaning in spoken, signed, or written conversations to share information, reactions, feelings, and 

opinions (Interpersonal Mode) 
1.3 Present information, concepts and ideas to narrate, describe, inform, explain, and persuade, on a variety of topics using 

appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers or viewers (Presentational Mode). 
 
DOMAIN: CULTURE 
Goal 2: Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Greco-Roman culture. 
 
Indicator Standards: 
Learners will be able to meet the following skill expectations:  

2.1  Use Latin or Ancient Greek to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship between the practices and perspectives of 
the cultures studied. 

 
DOMAIN: CONNECTIONS 
Goal 3: Make Connections to other Disciplines. 
 
Indicator Standards: 

Learners will be able to meet the following skill expectations:  
3.1 Build, reinforce, and expand their knowledge of other disciplines while using the language to develop critical thinking and to 

solve problems creatively. 
3.2 Access and evaluate information and diverse perspectives that are available through the language and its cultures. 
3.3 Use the knowledge and diverse perspectives of Latin, Greek or the Classics to connect to other disciplines. 
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DOMAIN: COMPARISONS 
Goal 4: Compare Latin and Greco-Roman world to both their own Language and Culture. 
 
Indicator Standards: 

Learners will be able to meet the following skill expectations:  
4.1 Use classical languages to investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of language through comparisons of the language 

studied and their own. 
4.2 Use classical language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures 

studied and their own. 
 

 
DOMAIN: COMMUNITIES 
Goal 5: Participate in Wider Communities of Language and Culture. 
 
Indicator Standards: 

Learners will be able to meet the following skill expectations:  
5.1 Use the language both within and beyond the classroom to interact and collaborate in their parish and school community and 

the globalized world. 
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EXAMPLES OF PROFICIENCY ALIGNED PROGRESS INDICATORS7 
 
 

NOVICE LEVEL 

PROGRESS 
INDICATORS* 

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High 
 

Investigate Intercultural 
Products and Practices 
to Help Understand 
Perspectives (Domain – 
Culture) 

• Identify a few very familiar cultural products 
and practices in native and other  cultures, such 
as: 
o Traditional foods and Holidays; 
o Clothing; 
o Roman numerals or Greek alphabet; 
o Family and Education; 
o Human beings and the gods; 
o Roman values. 

• Identify similarities and differences between 
typical cultural products and practices to help 
understand perspectives  in native and other 
cultures, such as: 
o Celebrating holidays; 
o Manner of dress; 
o Types and rooms of Roman or Greek houses; 
o Importance of mythology; 
o War and empire. 

• Identify similarities and differences in simple 
cultural products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in native and other 
cultures, such as: 
o Tombstones, political graffiti, mile 

markers; 
o Use and importance of Roman baths; 
o Influence of legendary and historical figures 

and events; 
o Views of non-Romans or non-Greeks. 

Interpretive Listening   or 
Reading (Domain – 
Communication) 

• Identify a few holidays and their modern 
equivalent, such as Saturnalia or Lupercalia. 

• Connect simple words, phrases, Roman 
numerals or Greek letters to their meaning or 
image. 

• Use knowledge of language patterns or 
structures to deepen understanding. 

• Identify simple facts from a caption on a photo. 
• Understand simple phrases describing a 

historical character. 
• Recognize all Roman numerals or Greek letters. 
• Use knowledge of language patterns or 

structures to deepen understanding. 

• Identify the topic or basic facts or details from 
tombstones, mile markers, political graffiti or 
excerpts from texts or letters. 

• Identify the topic and a few details about events or 
people from history or literature. 

• Use knowledge of structures and syntax to deepen 
understanding. 

Interpersonal 
Communication (Domain 
– Communication) 

• Greet peers or introduce oneself. 
• Respond to simple questions about familiar 

topics, such as family, education               or foods. 

• Ask and answer simple questions related to the 
current topic or content. 

• Share simple facts from a cultural reading  or 
lesson. 

• Create a Venn diagram with a peer 
comparing Roman and U.S. houses. 

• Create a simple cultural skit or 
reenactment with a peer. 

Presentational Speaking 
or Writing (Domain – 
Communication) 

• Participate in a reenactment of a Roman  or 
Greek ceremony. 

• Name or label familiar people, places, 
things or events. 

• Recite short phrases or simple lines from poems 
and rhymes. 

• Create a meme with a simple caption to 
describe oneself. 

• Create simple cultural products, such as 
tombstones or political graffiti. 

• Recreate a scene from a myth or historical            event. 

                                                 
7 “World Languages and Cultures | Ohio Department of Education.” Ohio.gov, 2022, education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Foreign-Language. Accessed 22 Apr. 2022. 
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NOVICE HIGH – INTERMEDIATE MID 

PROGRESS 
INDICATORS* 

Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid 
 

Investigate 
Intercultural Products 
and Practices to Help 
Understand 
Perspectives (Domain 
– Culture) 

• Identify similarities and differences in 
simple cultural products and practices to 
help understand perspectives in native 
and other cultures, such as: 
o Tombstones, political graffiti, mile 

markers; 
o Use and importance of Roman baths; 
o Influence of legendary and historical 

figures and events; 
o Views of non-Romans or non-Greeks. 

• Make simple comparisons between 
everyday cultural products and practices 
to help understand perspectives in native 
and other cultures, such as: 
o Chariot races; 
o Gladiator fights; 
o Artifacts and art forms; 
o Elements of identity; 
o Simple poetry; 
o Short historical or literary texts; 
o History and memory. 

• Compare everyday cultural products, 
practices and perspectives in native and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Epigrams or meditations in texts; 
o Historic events; 
o Work skills or trading practices; 
o Elements of luxury vs. 

a simple life; 
o Multicultural aspects of the Roman 

world; 
o Leadership. 

Interpretive 
Listening   or Reading 
(Domain – 
Communication) 

• Identify the topic or basic facts or details 
from tombstones, mile markers, political 
graffiti or excerpts from texts or letters. 

• Identify the topic and a few details about 
events or people in history or literature. 

• Use knowledge of structures and syntax 
to deepen understanding. 

• Compare events in two short stories or 
poems, such as theme, sequencing or 
importance to story line. 

• Compare symbolism in poems or short 
literary works. 

• Use knowledge of structures and syntax 
to deepen understanding. 

• Compare literary texts such as epigrams, 
meditations or myths, using author’s point 
of view, conflicts or tone. 

• Understand the main idea of written 
exchanges between historical figures. 

• Use knowledge of structures and syntax 
to deepen understanding. 

Interpersonal 
Communication 
(Domain – 
Communication) 

• Create a Venn diagram with a peer 
comparing Roman and U.S. houses. 

• Create a simple cultural skit or 
reenactment with a peer. 

• Exchange information with a classmate 
about homework he or she missed. 

• Exchange opinions about importance of 
typical events in Roman culture. 

• Rephrase elements of texts to discuss 
and compare aspects of Roman culture, 
such as daily or social life, with those of 
other cultures. 

Presentational 
Speaking or Writing 
(Domain – 
Communication) 

• Create simple cultural products, such as 
tombstones or political graffiti. 

• Recreate a scene from a myth or 
historical event. 

• Diagram the role of geography and the 
military in the development of the Roman 
world. 

• Explain the effect of Roman or Greek 
political and social systems on private 
and public life. 

  



DIOCESE OF COLUMBUS LEARNING STANDARDS | CLASSICAL LANGUAGES | MAY 2022  
 
 

Latin Course of Study 2021    Page 23 of 23 

 
INTERMEDIATE MID – ADVANCED LOW 

PROGRESS 
INDICATORS* 

Intermediate Mid Intermediate High Advanced Low 
 
 
 

: 

Investigate 
Intercultural Products 
and Practices to Help 
Understand 
Perspectives (Domain 
– Culture) 

• Compare everyday cultural products, 
practices and perspectives in native and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Epigrams or meditations in texts; 
o Historic events; 
o Work skills or trading practices; 
o Elements of luxury vs. 

a simple life; 
o Multicultural aspects of the Roman world; 
o Leadership. 

• Compare the relationships among 
familiar and unfamiliar cultural products, 
practices and perspectives in native and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Social norms; 
o Patricians/Plebeians; 
o Lives of women in classical Rome; 
o Diverse perspectives on identity; 
o How elements of luxury influence each 

other; 
o Literary genres and styles. 

• Compare the relationships among global 
cultural products, practices and 
perspectives in native and other cultures, 
such as: 
o Political structures; 
o Roman Senate vs. U.S. Senate; 
o President vs consul; 
o Ethical concepts in literature; 
o Ethical concepts in society; 
o Cultural and social identity influences. 

Interpretive 
Listening   or Reading 
(Domain – 
Communication) 

• Compare literary texts such as epigrams, 
meditations or myths using author’s point of 
view, conflicts or tone. 

• Understand the main idea of written 
exchanges between historical figures. 

• Use knowledge of structures and syntax to 
deepen understanding. 

• Relate the impact of sequential historical 
events to modern-day happenings. 

• Determine the main point of debates, 
dialogues or historical or mythological 
descriptions. 

• Use knowledge of structures and syntax 
to deepen understanding. 

• Analyze texts to determine culturally 
engrained messages or perspectives. 

• Compare cultural perspectives that 
influence the opinions 
of historical figures. 

• Use knowledge of structures and syntax 
to deepen understanding. 

Interpersonal 
Communication 
(Domain – 
Communication) 

• Rephrase elements of texts to discuss and 
compare aspects of Roman culture, such 
as daily or social life, with those of other 
cultures. 

• Paraphrase or summarize elements of 
texts to participate in discussions or 
debates about familiar, researched or 
personal interest topics. 

• Summarize elements of text to compare 
life in the ancient world with modern life, 
including personal viewpoints and 
supporting details. 

Presentational 
Speaking or Writing 
(Domain – 
Communication) 

• Explain the effect of Roman or Greek 
political and social systems on private and 
public life. 

• Summarize personal takeaways from 
research on topics such as philosophy, 
religion, mythology or personal conduct. 

• Explain the development and transitions 
from ancient to current forms of 
government. 
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